ine fast war uccaae
resolution recommending partition of Palestine into a Jewish state,
and an Arab State. The two big powers, however, supported the
partition plan for different reasons. To the United States it seemed
to offer the only practical solution to the problem. The Soviet
Union, on the other hand, favoured partition because it promised
the prompt withdrawal of the British and because it offered the best
means to increase Soviet influence in the Middle East. The prospect
of the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine naturally
aroused the hostility of the Arabs, and, when it became evident that
ftey would not acquiesce in its partition, the United States suggest-
ed an international trusteeship for Palestine. But this proposal was
turned down by both the Arabs and the Jews. Left with no alter*
native, the Jewish leaders, on the eve of the British departure from
Palestine on 14 May 1948, carried out the intent of the U.N.
General Assembly resolution and proclaimed the independence
of the State of Israel American recognition was at once announc-
ed by President Truman0 who had all along favoured the goal of
the General Assembly resolution but was hoping to see it peace-
fully implemented.10 This was followed by Soviet recognition of
the State of Israel three days later. The Soviet Union, however,
looked upon the Palestine problem as a secondary issue11 and her
friendly attitude toward Israel lasted for only a short while. A de-
terioration in the relation between the two countries set in toward
s The United States extended its de facto recognition of Israel on 14
May 1948, and de jure recognition on 31 January 1949. Harry S. Truman,
Memoirs, Years of Trial and Hope, New York, 1956, pp. 164-65.
io/taf., pp. 163, 166.
11 Competent observers have expressed some doubt whether the deci-
sion to support the establishment of a Jewish State was taken at top level?
In view of subsequent developments, it is possible that this course of action
was recommended by some Foreign Ministry advisers and approved by
Stalin in a fit of absent-mindedness. See Walter Z. Laqueur, The Soviet
Union and the Middle East, London, 1959, p. 147. Hereafter cited as
Laqueur, USSR and Middle East.
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